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“With NRCS help, we have a
great new irrigation system that
requires little maintenance. This
project has saved us money,
time, and a whole lot of  water,”
said Fay Stokes, project
manager of  the Pondera County
Canal and Reservoir Company,
who has worked with NRCS to
implement projects on the Lower
Birch watershed project.
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Since 1962, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and local sponsors have
investigated, planned, designed and/or built 70 small
watershed projects, such as dams, flood control projects,
and several hundred structures on irrigation projects
under the authority of the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act (Public Law 83-566). The law
authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to provide
technical and financial assistance to local organizations
for planning and carrying out watershed projects.

This small watershed program works through local
government sponsors and helps participants solve
natural resource and related economic problems on a
specific watershed. Project purposes include watershed
protection, flood prevention, erosion and sediment
control, water supply, water quality, fish and wildlife
habitat enhancement, wetlands creation and restoration,
irrigation efficiency, and public recreation in small
watersheds. Both technical and financial assistance are
available.

Other partners working together to make Montana
watershed projects a success include county boards of
supervisors; conservation districts; city, county, and
state governments; federal agencies; and groups
interested in reducing flood damage, irrigation
improvement, hunting and fishing, and natural resource
conservation.

Lower Birch Watershed Project
The Lower Birch watershed is an irrigation project

that consists of upgrading an existing irrigation system
to improve efficiency and delivery on 45,000 acres in
northern Montana. In addition, Lower Birch was named
a priority area under the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program in 1997. Project goals are to reduce
salinity problems by achieving a 50 percent savings in
irrigation water required, a 70 percent savings in water
lost to deep percolation contributing to saline seep, and
an 80 percent savings in irrigation runoff.
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The United States Department of  Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of  race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of  discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of  Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 20250-
9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Active or Completed PL-566 Watershed Projects
September 1999

Watershed Funds Received in Montana
1996-1999
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Buffalo Rapids Applies for PL-566
Designation

The Buffalo Rapids Project applied for PL-566
designation to receive planning and technical assistance
from NRCS on 46,000 acres of irrigated cropland in
Custer, Prairie, and Dawson counties.

Preliminary planning indicates the project would
reduce the amount of water being pumped out of the
Yellowstone River, improve water quality, reduce
sedimentation from irrigated fields, reduce carbon
being released from irrigation pumps by reducing the
amount of energy needed to pump water, and also
decrease electrical costs.

The application, sponsored by the Buffalo Rapids
Board of Control and the Custer, Prairie, and Dawson
county conservation districts, received a high rating
from the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation’s Resource Conservation Advisory
Council. NRCS will complete the planning phase in
April 2000.
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